
Course Code:  PCS 820 

Course Title:  Conflict, Peace and Development (Elective)                                 

Credit Hours:  3                                                                     

Course Objectives 

This course aims to provide an advanced, interdisciplinary understanding of the 

complex interrelationships between conflict, peace, development, security, and 

governance, with a particular emphasis on fragile, conflict-affected, and transitional 

societies. It critically explores how cycles of insecurity and violence affect 

development and security agendas, and how identity-based dynamics intersect with 

horizontal inequalities to shape the political economy of conflict. The course 

examines the role of natural resources, governance failures, and institutional deficits 

in driving and sustaining violence. A core focus lies in analyzing the merging of 

security and development agendas and their implications for the reconstruction of 

war-affected societies. The course examines the complexities and controversies 

surrounding international and national interventions designed to promote peace and 

stability, particularly in contexts marked by prolonged violence and weak 

governance. Adopting a primarily intra-state lens, the course emphasizes the internal 

structural and institutional dynamics that shape post-conflict development. In addition 

to international case studies, significant attention is devoted to Pakistan, where 

students will critically analyze cases from the erstwhile FATA, Balochistan, and 

Southern Punjab. These cases serve to illuminate the intricate interplay of 

governance failures, underdevelopment, militancy, and socio-political transformation 

at both local and national levels. 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

 Critically engage with key theoretical and conceptual frameworks on conflict, 

peace, and development. 

 Demonstrate a nuanced understanding of the interconnections between 

security, governance, and development, particularly in fragile and post-conflict 

settings. 



 Analyze the roles, strategies, and limitations of international and national 

actors in peacebuilding, stabilization, and reconstruction efforts. 

 Apply interdisciplinary methods to assess the impact of development 

interventions on conflict dynamics and peace processes. 

 Contextualize and evaluate peacebuilding and development strategies 

through case studies, with a particular emphasis on Pakistan’s conflict-

affected and fragile regions, including erstwhile FATA, Balochistan, and 

Southern Punjab. 

 Develop advanced analytical and research skills for studying conflict and 

policy analysis. 

 Formulate evidence-based policy recommendations to address the 

multifaceted challenges of post-conflict governance and development. 

Course Contents 

 Theoretical Foundations and Interdisciplinary Approaches to Peace, Conflict, 

and Development 

 Conflict sensitive development: contested ideas of ‘peace’, ‘security’, and 

‘development’.  

 Human Security and Development: Critical Perspectives and Policy Debates 

 Poverty, Inequality, Development, and Insecurity: Critical Approaches and 

Intersections 

o Horizontal Inequalities, Identity Politics, and Conflict Dynamics 

o Poverty, Underdevelopment and Terrorism (analyzing the logic!)  

 Case studies: Columbia; Nepal; Bougainville (PNG); Kosovo; 

Afghanistan; NMDs (Erstwhile FATA); South and Central Panjab  

 Political Economy of (post) conflict societies  

o War Economies and the Dynamics of Illicit Trade 

o Conflict Minerals and the Political Economy of Natural Resource 

Governance 

o The Political Economy of Borderlands: Post-Conflict Transition, 

Borderland Dynamics and Spatial Identities 

 Understanding the complex Relationship between Aid and Conflict 

o Donor Economies and Aid Dependency in (post-) conflict societies 

o Aid and the Politics of Intervention 



 Post-conflict Societies: Reducing the Risks of Renewed Conflict 

o Post-conflict development and Economic Recovery  

o Security Reconstruction (Security Sector Reforms) 

o Post-conflict development and governance in Borderlands   

o Case Studies  

 The Security–Development Nexus: Concepts, Critiques, and Fragile States 

o Normative assumptions behind the security-development link 

o The ‘Security First’ Approach: Justifications and critiques  

o Development as a Tool for Security 

o Long-term development versus short-term security imperatives 

o Securitization of Development Assistance 

o Civil-military coordination and blurred mandates 

o Lessons learned from integrated approaches 

 

Focus The revised outline now broadens the scope to include 

interdisciplinary analysis of conflict, peace, development, 

governance, and security in fragile and transitional societies. 

The approach is contemporary while addressing ongoing and 

emerging global and national challenges in post-conflict 

development. 

Analytical & 

Thematic 

Expansion 

The revisions emphasize structural causes such as governance 

failures, institutional deficits, resource politics, and identity-

based inequalities. The contents also introduce key concepts 

like horizontal inequalities, intra-state conflict dynamics, political 

economy of (post)conflict, post-conflict development & 

reconstruction. 

Geographical 

Focus 

The revisions indeed refer to international case studies but offer 

in-depth analysis to Pakistan’s conflict-prone regions (FATA, 

Balochistan, Southern Punjab) for contextual relevance. 

 



Nature of Assessment 

Nature of Exam Duration Frequency Weighting 

(%age) 

End semester exam 3 hours 1 30 – 50 

Mid Term 2 hours 1 15 – 25 

Quizzes - Minimum: 3 05 – 15 

Class Participation - - 0 – 5* 

Assignments / 

Project(s) / Case 

Studies 

Own time - 10 – 40 

*Shall be allocated only if there are no case studies. 
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